AM, 


JOHN BYRNE 


WRITER/BREAKDOWNS 


CHRIS IVY 
TOM MORGAN 


FINISHES 


RICK PARKER 
The Star Brand. . . the most potent object of power the Earth has 


ever seen. Where it came from, how it got to Earth, what LETTERS 
energies it employs are unfathomable mysteries. Whosoever 

wields its power can do virtually anything. The only limitation to 

its use is the imagination and courage of its wielder. 

So far two men of Earth have possessed its power. The first, AN DY YANCHUS 
known only as the Old Man, was a Dutch count who acquired the 

Star Brand some 500 years ago. He kept the power a secret while COLORS 

it grew inside his body, aging his body very slowly. Eventually he 

realized that the power was too unstable for him to ever control, 

and on July 22, 1986, the Old Man tried to transfer its power to an 

asteroid. The flash of energy caused by the transfer atomized the 

asteroid and sent the Star Brand ’s sneoanie energies cascading HOWARD MACKIE 
into space, bombarding the earth with mutagenic energy. This, EDITOR 
dubbed the White Event, lasted less than two seconds, but had 

worldwide consequences. Two human beings in every million 

were affected by those energies, and began to change, assuming 


paranormal forms and abilities. 

Realizing he still possessed a fraction of its nigh-infinite power, the DAVID WOHL 
Old Man passed the Star Brand along to another human being, 

Pittsburgh-born car mechanic Kenneth Connell. Connell ASSISTANT EDITOR 


employed the Star Brand energies for months, fending off the Old 
Man’s efforts to test his abilities, and finally decided to assume the 
dual identity of a costumed hero. But when Connell realized that 


he could not wield the power wisely enough, he too tried to 
transfer the Star Brand’s power into an inanimate object. Soaring CINDY KRUHM 
ten miles high above his home, Connell transferred the Star Brand DESIGNER 


into a bent dumbbell, only to have its alien energies totally 
obliterate everything within a 50-mile wide sphere around him, 
including the city of Pittsburgh. Connell’s body itself was 


disintegrated in the Black Event, but has since been resurrected by 

the power of the Star Brand. TOM DeFALCO 
Now, the “Star Baby” travels back to the Pitt and discovers the 

new life which has formed there... EDITOR IN CHIEF 
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THERE'S 
ANOTHER 
ONE! 


OKAY, BUT HURRY 
(T UP WILLYA? 


WE'RE TOO CLOSE 
T'THE PYTT T'BE 
HANGIN’ ‘ROUND LONG 
IN ONE PLACE, 


NO, WAITA | WE'RE S'POSED 
MINUTE. A TGETPITCHERS! 


LEMME TAKE }) 
A COUPL'A 


y_keeryer \SSS | 11s sP077E> 
PANTS ON. \e| | US! IT'S COMIN’ 


THIS WON'T JSS] | T'WARDS us! 


ONNA HAFTA 
SETTLE FOR 
PITCHERS OF 
PIEOES OF THIS 


I'M GONNA TRY \ 
ME OUT THIS NEW 
TOY? 


WHADDAYA 
WAITIN’ 
FOR? 


IT'S ALMOST 
ON TOP OF 


THAT MAKES F/E7TEEW 1 Y ES. 
TIMES YOU'VE USTENEO is 'S THAT 


“ EVERYTHING |S 
SIGNIFICANT, MAJOR, 


TOIT, COLONEL BROWNING. T A SIGNIFICANT? ) THERE'S NOTA SWOW- 


“aN 


(dy 


JUST WHAT DO YOU THINK 
YOU'RE GOING TO LEARN 
FROM ALL oe 


BUT I W/LL TELL 

YOU THIS, MAIJOR: 

UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICE, THIS BASE PULLING ALMOST 
\5 ONPRIORITY | LEAVES. A CONSTANT DUTY 


ONE STATUS, ——— 7? __ SINCE PITTSBURGH 


BLEW, 
THERE'S A LOT OF 
SERIOUS RER 
DUE AROUND HERE. 


FLAKE FALLS OVER 
THE PITT THAT WE 
DON'T FIND SOME 


DEAL WITH ANYTHING LIKE THIS 
BEFORE. NOTHING IN HUMAN 
AUISTOR* COMES CLOSE TO 
WHAT HAPPENED IN YT 7S- 
BURGH. | 


7 NOT KRAKATOA_ 
NOT A/ROSH/MA 
. ANOWAGASAK/. 4 


OUTSIDE YOUR 
PERIMETER, , 
Z WILL 
PERSONALLY 
BITE IT 


a Cg 


“THAT MAKES 


77Z HOURS 


FEELING; 
WITHOUT A 


MR. PRICE? 


YOU TRY WALKING ON 
A TREAQHHILL FOR 
THREE DAYS STRAIGHT 
AND SEE HOW YOu 
~ _ FEEL, DOCTOR, 


ER... YEAH... 


WELL, JUSTA 
FEW MORE TESTS: 
AND WE'LL BRING 
NE. YOUR W/FE'IN 
WS, TO SEE YOU... 


“1 \-THE QUESTION NOW IS:| 7 
| WHATWAS/IT? “\7 


HOW ARE you ™ 


“ A FEW MORE TESTS, ” 
WHAT TESTS, JERRY 2 


WHAT POSSIBLE TESTS CAN 
WE 90? THIS MAN WAS DEA’, 
AS DEAD AS THEY COME! 


I MUST BE THE CLOUD COVER IS SOMETHING I$ 
CAREFUL, A CONSTANT CURTAIN. GA CAUSING THE SUBSTANCE Y 
geek AT THE BOTTOM OF THE At 
= PITT 10 BOLL... 
I HAVE NEVER 
TRIED TO PENETRATE 
THE INTERIOR OF 
THE CRATER 


WHAT LIES 
WITHIN MAY. 
BE TOOMLIC, 
EVEN FORM 


POWER 
TORES/S7, 


THERE iB ae ONCE (T WAS alata 

SURFACE THE UNIQUE ON EARTH, PER! 

TAA be THE IN THE ONIVE ROE 

SUBSTANCE TI HAVE 

HEARDCALLED BUT FOR MONTHS: 

"PIT IUICE. NOW IT HAS BEEN MIXING 
WITH THE WATERS FLOWING 
INTO THE CRATER FROM 
TE TWO RIVERS WHICH 

CE MET} 


PERHAPS IT IS SOMETHING 

TO DOWITH THISMINGLING | TOBE ALL ( I MUSTRIGK 
WHICH ye (TSO DIFFICULT AROLME GOING BELOW 
FOR ME TO (SOLATE WE E. 

SOURCE OF THE L/FE- 

ENERGY I DETECTE? 


THIS PLACE { BEFORE MY B/7H, I 
eA edge — e COMPELLED MY MOTHER 
b ) TODO AS MUCH STD 
: INE AS TIME ALLOWE. 

I NEEDED 

TO GAIN SOME 
COMPREHENSION 
OF THE WORLP INTO 
WHICH I WAS To BE 


ALL THOSE 
MEMORIES 
ARE NOW MY 
MEMOEE Ss 
BUT THE! 
NOTHING IN UMN 
EXPERIENCE 
TO RELATE To 
THIS. 


EVERYTHING THE SHATTERED J) S| | NOTHING Is 
WHICH WAS FLLLED (NAN REMNANTS OF ALIVE HERE... 
INTO THE PITT IS ¥ THEIR LIVES. AND YET I SENSE 
PERFECTLY —— N CIFE ALL P 
/ ARN PROUNG, 


PRESERVE. 


—— THE STRUCTURE OF BUT THAT IS NOT 

A PATTERN OF FUSED MATERSAL & VOLCANIC MATERIAL 
IN THE PITT WALL |¢ -——— A FORCINGITSELF 

UNSTABLE. THE VOLCAMIC THROUGH THE 


7 PRESSURE BUILDING { CRACKS... 
p) BENEATH HAS CRACKED . 


IT 


COLONEL, 
EVERYTHING 
WITHIN 3 EET 
OF THE EDGE OF 
PITT IS ALWE 


A SINGLE 
GIGANTIC 
LIFE FORM // 


! COLONEL. THERE'S NOTHING 
IN MY TEXT BOOKS 
TO COVER THIS: 


SPREADING OUT 
BEYOND THE RIM 
OF THE CRATER. 


SPREADING? YF VARIED. JUST FASTENOUGHTO | [BUTINOTHERS ‘\L_/ OKAY, PILOT } 
A ITSSPREACING BRING US DOWN 
LIKE WILOFIRE, J \ For a.oweass. 


\ POINT 7KEN, 
DOCTOR. 


EEE a 

CAN DO AGAINST Ve dX 

THis surer- we j 

SPINACH... “ f YS 
a Hf 


ES yy | = _— as (yy { 56 , 
) S Ae. 
Py a » \( ie J 

y y | Wy a oh ‘. sé A 


PZ AD. 


THAT NO/SE! Ne 
WHAT IN BLAZES 
1S THAT WO/SE 27 J 


ITs gusta YY THEN IT'S 
PLANT? AN ANGRY 
PLANT, 


im] 


A 


y IT'S ALL \ 2 
/ ROLUNO 
us! 
7 \ i 
td Pr 


OW.,, SORRY, Y NOT SURPRISING’ YOU'VE BEEN 
PocToR, I 
SEVENTY- El 


HOURS, WITH- 
OUTSLEEP. 


MR. BURNLEY 2 


..BUT YOUR 
EED GRANOSON 
IN PITTSBURGH, I \s BEYOND 
HAD A COLIS(W, OUR HELP 
THERE, WE WERE 


IT'S FROM 
PYTTSEU 
IT'S GOTTA 
BE! 


THIS |S THE 
LIFEFORM 
DETECTEQ 


S FILLING THE 
WHOLE SKY 


BUT... BUT 
HOW CAN THAT 
BE? \NE'REA 
A REO 


UNO, 
\ MULES FROM 


THE CRATER! 


NO WONDER: 
I COULD NOT 


iS SLATE ZS . 
> ALL AROUND THE 
FUSED WALLS OF 
THE PITT... 


MILLIONS OF CUBIC 
YARDS OF LIVING 
MATTER, 
All HE 


SAME 
CREATURE! 


seo AND YET, THOUGH 
MOVES AND Seeus J 


= DELIGERA aa 


THE CREATURE IS 
RETREATING 


AN' WE 
MNO CETCLEART WILL BETD0, Y\( mace rr 


PULL BACK? 
THING COMES 
BACK. y 


WELL... 
I DON'T KNOW 


THE CREATURE 
|S BEGINNING TO 
RESIST NY 
PRESSURE 
= UPON IT. 


NOW ITONA 
7 NAME BASIS! 
IT DOES NOT 
WANT TO 
COMPLETELY 
WITHDRAW, 


YET IF I AM TO 
PREVENT ITCAUSING 
ES ANY FURTHER 
DAMAGE or 
LOSS OF 


I Mu: 
COMPEL IT TO 
DRAW BACK 
WITHIN ITS 
ORIGINAL 
PERIMETER. 


BUT L MUST 
CONTAIN THE 
POWER TO THE 
PITT ITSELF. 


——— 


THE PITT 
CREATURE 
\$ QYING. 


IL CANNOT BELIEVE IT WAS y 
DUE TO MY ACTIONS... AND YET y 
WHAT alas CHOICE DOL 

AV 


Li 
MY CARELESSNESS MA 
“HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO TH 


DESTRUCTION OF A CREATURE 
GMQUE ON EARTH. 


SHRIVELING AWAY FASTER 
THAN I AM ABLE TO ABSORB 
ITS LIFE PATTERN. 


-EVERY 7ENOR/L 
“OF THE ORGANISM 


IS BLACKENEL.. 


7 HOBSON'S 
CHOICE” HE 
CALLED IT? 


HOBSON'S 
CHOICE! 


LOSE THE LOSE THE POWER SO HE TOOK IT! 
OR DIE. THE FOOL HE 


ff SOISAID 
_, TAKEIT, 


SOLONGASI'M Y ANOT WL 


STILL AL/VE T GET IT BACK! 
CAN GET THE’, ; 
POWER BACK: 


\\ SS OS 


Tal. i, 
Zw aba A A ge, t 
5 Ty = ae. 


JOR 
mT 
7 , PSY) 
c4) 


THROUGH TO CANADA. 4 


bay 
Be 
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PENCILER- AS EOL OR me 
KEN fad HOWALP ZOOM, 
MACKIE PEFALCO 


LIEUTENENT, SOME GUY NAMEP | | SAY A/D SON, WHY DO =-WHICH WAS, 
> : REPORTEDLY CAUSED 


LELAND SHARP WANTS TO PEOPLE HAVE 10 BE REGIS- 
a TERED BEFORE WE LET BY AMERICAN 
» AARANORMALS. 


GET INTO CANADA. 
THEM ACROSS THE BORDER Z 
0 KEEP TABS 


YOU SHOULD SEE THE ACNE | | 
ON THIS GLY! WHEW! /_ON PEOPLE WHO TRY To DODGE 
. THE DRAPT. DEPORTATION 
LAWS AVE BEEN RECENTLY 
MODIFIED 30 THAT CANADA IS NO 
LONGER A SHELTER FOR 
% DOPGERS, 


YEAH, RIGHT 
HERE. THEY 
SAY HE'S HE 
oa Bs t DON ea 
UQDEN PARA- 
NOMA? TH, ios = 
CANAPIAN BORDER 
USED 10 BE UW/- 
PATRO, d 


$07 cHecx THEM tL EPs 
UNPER THE ULTRA- f Pit HAS TO BE WITH THAT Yor = 
VIOLET LAMP. ha : SPUTFIRE INCIDENT IN f THis Guys 
1 RS | Be715H/ COLLIMBIA PAPERS ARE 
Coen, LAST FEBRUARY-- gi FAKE! 


PAPANORMALS ? REALLY 7 oy THE WAY, E 
HEARD SOME 
YEAH, LIKE THAT 
RODSTVOW GLY. 


2) ; 
THERE'S A WHOLE 
SECTION ON HIM IN 


\7 AS AMATTER OF 
i PACT THERE 15--ER, 
Sh 4EL Ane. 


NOW IF YOU'LL TUST COME 
INSIDE WITH ME. Z_| |--t peciven to Pac uP AND 
oF LEAVE THE COUNTRY. 
YOUR REGISTRATION 


PAPERS AND PASSPORT L ONT WANT TROUBLE, BuT 
as 2 || SeaB Sree Sie oy 
CROSSING AN INTER- , / 
RATIONAL BORDER _ THE GOVERNMENT. 
wi legalg ee kr BOey BOUNTY-HUNTING 
WORTH MY... 
oer EN 3 SECs NT. 
ANP WHEN MY PAL 

SIR, YOu ARE BLOODHOUNG TOLD 

UNDER MILZTARY. Ee US ME WHET'S GOING ON 

| ARREST / : =< INTHE ARMY -— 


SQ 


SE 


[ AST IT! t AAP WO. 
eA THERE WERE BORDER 
STATIONS BETWEEN THE. 
Wet ie Peet 
fall 
bel \S TROUBLE! 


SSa 


A MAN'S GOTTA 


a 70 WHAT A MAN'S 
6 eae See 


¥ S 


Se: ¢ 
BURSTING MY PYSCHO- 
PLASMIC BLISTERS 
HURTS LIKES CRAZY, 
BUT IT'S AY ONLY CHANCE TO 
A. ESCAPE/ 


SHARP IS A PARANORMAL 
HUM, ;, HOPE THIS 
WON'T FORCE Mp TO 


OUMAN THIS b — 
IS KILLING ME 
THERE'S GOT TO 7 YOU DON'T MIN7 
A SETTER 5 3 = , 1 \F LBORR 
EX THIS, PO YOU ¢ 


LET'S GET 
THAT 
FREAK! 


our BLow THis ONE! ¥ ‘ “T CALL 
BANE TO GOT AWN AY bs GE 
. SOMEHOW ! 5 pr ™ Ss 
Mave cer 
ME, YOu 
SAT 


MEADS £ | Z| | owe rue, 
LELAND / 


EEF Z 
LISTEN, proaiee. OWE Aa ewe j are = OH, WO, 


ANP YO! fe), you 
PONS we DRAFT Feuer yest \ =. 
WORTH GETTING ML LED! y 
2 : ds > 5 \r¢ EVERY 
IZEN'S PUT Y TO 
SERVE HIS COUNTRY 
AS BEST HE CAN. YOU 
HAVE AN OBLIGATION 


SHUT UP TO USE YOUR SU/PER- 
AND SHOOT HIM (MA MLITH 
ALREADY eed 


ART 
ae phased {WELL 
ee - 


WOW 7S MORE 3 | Lidl) =| vou Bor EIVE 
IMPORTANT THAN F | 
Dee Mar f-> SOUR. 


ALL RIGHT YOU 

ERS 7 LE GOT YOUR 

OVER-EAGER FRIEND 
. HERE! 


SWOOT AIM, RAMOS | THAT 
MANIAL'S TOO BANGEROUS 
_ TO LET GO/ 


Egan RISK J VY'S LIFE, ANP 


NEG e BAe 


cy AAP. y TH -- 


SMART MOVE. 
KHANDS UP, PAL / 


esse 


NPS MAPE OF = 
DIRT RISING OUT OF. Pos 
THE GROUND! 


or TO LOK/- 
eeurearen 3 
TONE aims 
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BLAMMO 


LL ME 


L 
PAP NEL! 


WY PSYCHOPLASM ISN'T. 
EVEN SLOWING |T DOWH! 
Z O B _ “ 
 - z Es THINK om 
2 SIN TROUBLE! 
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FIGHT. FEELS i Aalae 


I’M BEING GIVEN 
A CHANCE TO BE 


S, 
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TO KNOW T DIDN'T WANT 
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The Official Timeline of the New Universe 


July 26, 1986 

After discovering how to use his 
paranormal power of telepa 
Vayne Tucker practices on vari- 
ous people in the local park where h 
living. He then returns home to tell hi 
father about his powers. The wo of 
them get into an argument which 
causes Tucker to accidentally use hi 
powers against his father. ‘The attack 
causes extreme pain to his father but 
creates a temporary empathic link be- 
tween him and his son, Tucker is con- 
fused by this occurrence and flees his 
home. 


ic coer 


(PSI-FORCE ANNUAL #1) 


July 27, 1986 
Retired Latin teacher Lenore Fenzl 
begins to manifest her paranormal pow- 
on spots” on her 
ile showing these 
spots toa friend and a nurse ata nursing 
home in Steven's Point, Wisconsin, 
she inadvertantly tranquilizes them. 
Her first manifestation is witnessed in- 
visibly by Nelson Kohler. 
(D.P. 7 ANN' 
Psychology professor Philip No 
Voigt and psychotherapist. Dexter 
ne take over the Sawyer 
Sanitorium near Steven's. Point, Wis- 
consin and rename it The Clinic 
While riding a motorcycle in the 
Laurel Mountains, Pennsylva 
mechanic Kenneth Connell is con- 
tacted by the “Old Man” and given the 
Star Brand, Connell immediately man- 


ifests the paranormal powers of flight 
and super strength through use of the 
Star Brand. Connell then flies to the 
home of his friend Myron Goldberg, « 
psychiatrist, in West Mifflin, Pennsyl- 
vania, While explaining how he ac- 
power to him, 


onnell is 


raterrestrial, ‘Phe alien pursu 
nell into a deserted dump, When 
Connell feels he is being defeated by 
es a great burst of 
energy which apparently destroys the 
alien, Connell then flies to his fr 
house, where he rests 
R BRAND #1) 
ing in his first 


conte injures wide 
receiver “Dasl 

the football to him. 
pitalized with several brok 
Magniconte realizes that he is using 
his strength too much, so he plays the 
rest of the game carefully monitoring 
his throws. His team, the New York 
Smashers, goes on to defeat the ‘Troy 
Haymak: 17. After the game, the 
team visits Corbin in the hospital 


orbin is then ho 


July 28, 1986, 

Secretary Tracy Speck manifests her 
paranormal power to perceive through 
other people's eyes. Thinking she is 
going insane, she travels to the newly 
formed Clinic to have herself commi 
ted. 


ITEM: At last the time has come to 
of the 
EVENT.” Several 
asked you, our loyal 


months ago v 


New U readers, to help us in the 
naming of the letters pages for JUS- 
TICE, PSI-FORCE, and THE 


‘AR BRAND. The response was 
overwhelming, So much so that it 
took-us a little longer than we ex- 
pected to go through all the agoni 
tries, But, we are final 
ed sorting it all out, put our 
collective heads together, and have 
come up with the winners. Here 
they are 
The JUSTICE letters page will 
now be called “THE VERDICT” 
thanks to Chris Ballew of Knoxville, 
TN, 

The PSI-FORCE letters page: 
will henceforth known 
PC 


i 


Matthew Middleton, of Brisbane, 
Australia. 

LETTERS TO STAR BRAND 
has been officially changed, 
popular demand to 
NEWS" thanks to the follo 
people: John Cavano, Benica, C. 
Aaron Curtis, Goldhil, OR, 
thony DiMaura, Philadelph 
Terry Jones, Ainsworth, Briti 
Columbia, and David McNear, Jer- 
seyville, IL. 
he above winners will all re- 
ceive a full-sized and autographed 
copy of the first letters page that 
their winning title appears on, as 
well as a special New Universe 
poster. Thanks go to all of you 
Nukin’ New U fans who subn 
entries. 

ITEM: What's more horrifying than 
ying to pronounce the names of 


ad States 


bin by throwing | 
painting in arc school, i 


(Continued next issue) | 


nd |S 


| 


today, 


PRO FILE: TOM PALMER 


), TOMB 
DRACULA (inl 
WARS (pencils a 


hobbies are: Collecting 
pen points and obscure # 
brands of India ink from 
other countries. 

The single work of whi 
Iam most proud is 


anatomy class, of this tall, 
voluptuous blonde, 
with alabaster skin, 
and the largest 
well, it was 
terrific 
painting, 
My pet. peeves 
are: Not taking her 
out early enough in the morning for 
a “walk.” 
My plice of birth is: A stone's 
throw from Howard Mackie's birth- 
place 
My greatest accomp! 
ide the comies field i 
family and friends from 
how I earna livin 
My oddest habit is: Using my 
sleeve to alternately wipe my nose 
and my pen points. 
If they were making a movie of my 
life, I'd like to see my part played 
by: Sam Kinison. 
The reason I got into comi 
I believed Stan Lee about the 4 
and fortune’ part. 
People who knew me in High 
School thought I was: Dangerous. 
My favorite performers are: Larry 
Jelman and Ronald Reagan 


hment out- 
Keeping 


© Swap 


The last good book I read was: A 
‘quick read’ given to me by Walt 
Simonson, _ PALEONTOLOGY 

IMAGE OF THE 

WORLD. 

The last good movie I saw w: 
PLAN 9 FROM OUTER SPACE 

The biggest influences on my 
work include: Al Feldstein and 
Alan B. Cobe: 
greate: ambition 
in the comics field is: To break this 
uncontrolled compulsion to always 
meet deadlines. 

The worst part of my job is: Keep- 
ing my nose clean. 

When nobody's looking I like to: 
trade secrets with Josef 
Rubinstein, 

The one thing I really want the 
world to know about me is: I tend 
to be slightly ambiguous about my 
private life. 


MI 


;OZOIC 


Ic would only be STAR 
writer/artist. John L. 
Byrne’s novel FEARBOOK, now 
available from Warner Books. This 
is John’s first published novel and is 

nteed to scare the socks off of 
New Universe editor, Hardy 
d Mackie, recent i 
and 


PRESIDENT ASSASSINATION 
TTEMPT FAILS 


S of the President of +h- 14 


(UPI) ATLANTA, GA — An 
nation attempt was Tadeo * 
life of the President of the 
States today. White H 
febortthat wh 


of Marvel sockless ever since (much 
to the chagrin of his loyal assistant 
David Wohl. Pee-yoo!) By the way, 
FEARBOOK jis not only recom- 
mended for those strong of heart 
but for mature readers only. (John 
put some naughty bits in it.) 


4 
te House officials 
giving a press.4 
: eae 


ile 
hank 


getting e@ 
bounced 
around ° 
by life’s 
little 
problems... 
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